News + + + + + + + + + + + +








VivaCity has secured funding from the EPSRC to work
with an artist and writer to develop artistic installations
and dramatic pieces that express what it is like to live,
work and visit today’s 24-hour cities. The work will
incorporate emergent findings from VivaCity and other
research consortia looking at sustainable urban
environments and will be displayed at Urbis and the
London Architecture Biennale 2006.
Congratulations to VivaCity researchers Jo-Anne Bichard
and Dr Mohamed Refaee, who have successfully bid for
funding to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office Global
Opportunities Fund. Jo-Anne has recently met with
Japanese ‘toilet’ researchers to investigate possible
future research between the UK and Japan and
Mohamed has met with Japanese scientists researching
the effects of electromagnetic radiation on city residents.
“Finger nails scraping down a blackboard, the scream of
a baby, your neighbour's dog barking: what is the worst
sound in the world?” Congratulations to Professor Trevor
Cox for securing funding from the EPSRC to produce an
exhibit about how people respond to sound for the
Xperiment hands-on gallery at the Museum of Science
and Industry in Manchester (MSIM).
A comparative Canadian-UK Cities research project on
'success factors in regeneration' was completed last year
(2001-4) and the team, including Professor Graeme
Evans and Dr Jo Foord from VivaCity, has been rewarded
with a new award to build on this work with a focus on
Sustainable Urban Environment/VivaCity issues of mixed
use, quality of life, urban design, clusters, ethnic quarters,
urban transport and amenity. The project will be based in
Toronto and Montreal over the next 2 years.
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he newly printed VivaCity booklet marks VivaCity’s
two-year anniversary; it has been two years since
work began on Work Package 2 The Evolution of Land
Use Diversity. Since then all work packages have utilized
innovative techniques, methodologies and equipment to
uncover thought provoking and potentially
groundbreaking findings.

“Britain is not short of design ideas to
improve the quality of life in its cities. What
it lacks is the resolve to implement them.”
The booklet contains in-depth discussions on all eight
research areas, highlights from the research conducted
to date and an explanation of how VivaCity fits into other
government funded sustainable urban environment
research projects.



VivaCity has contracted the services of a professional
journalist to increase awareness of the project with both
the public and academics. An article has already been
placed in Engineering Management and future articles are
scheduled for The Manchester Evening News, The
Independent, The Guardian, Regeneration and Renewal,
Sustain, Town and Country Planning, Building Design,
Riba, Blueprint, and Eden.



VivaCity’s website has recently been redesigned and will
soon include paper abstracts as well as important dates
and research results. Future plans include expanding the
website to incorporate ICT based design decision-making
tools. The website can be found at
www.vivacity2020.org.

“Each work package is identifying critical
aspects of the sustainable agenda. The
unique nature of this project is the
interactions between the findings; for
instance, what is the relationship between
crime, housing, policy, the provision of
toilets and the 24-hour city? Where are the
trade-offs between economic diversity and
quality of life? These are the issues the
VivaCity team is addressing.”



And finally, congratulations to Professor Steve Sharples
who has been awarded the Chair of Environmental
Design and Sustainability at the University of Sheffield.

Please contact Joanne Leach for your copy of the
booklet. Email j.leach@salford.ac.uk or telephone 0161
295 2690.

If you have details of any event or news item that you think is
relevant to the VivaCity2020 project, please contact:
Joanne Leach
VivaCity Project Manager
Design & Innovation Research Group, The University of Salford
Centenary Building, Peru Street, Salford M3 6EQ
T +44 (0)161 2952690
E j.leach@salford.ac.uk
M +44 (0)7785 792187
www. vivacity20 20.or g

A large print version of this newsletter
is available on request.
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Research update
Highlights from the Vi va Cit y bookl et are included below.

W

ork Package 1: Process Mapping.
“To date the model of such a process has been linear
and mainly a descriptive list of tasks. Furthermore, case study
analyses suggest that defined decision-making processes are
not always adhered to. Rather, ad hoc decision-making
processes are more often employed, based on the qualities of
the team leader, the interrelationships between team
members, the requirements of the brief and previous
experiences with regeneration projects.”

W

ork Package 5: The Generation of Diversity.
“We are using computer simulation experiments to
investigate the dynamics underlying urban land use diversity.
Until now a number of factors have hampered research into
the processes by which urban mixed use development can be
achieved and sustained. The result is that experiments are
carried out on real design projects, and when they go wrong
people suffer.”

W
W

ork Package 2: The Evolution of Land Use Diversity.
“Early case study analysis in Clerkenwell shows that its
residents generally tolerate the mixed-use environment that
the area has become. However, mixed use is also reducing
the sustainability of the area through anti-social behaviour,
crime and the lack of amenities such as green spaces, litter
management and youth facilities.”

W

ork Package 3: Secure Urban Environments by
Design. “There are instances where crime prevention
measures potentially conflict with other sustainability issues.
Of particular concern is the need to cater for groups such as
the homeless and young people, without increasing fear and
insecurity amongst other users, especially older people and
those with young families.”

W

ork Package 4: Designing Environmental Quality into
City Centre Living. “Participants involved in the project
have been asked to take photographs of their local area and
take part in a soundwalk of their neighbourhood alongside
being interviewed. This innovative process has revealed
interesting results, where some images that are traditionally
perceived as 'bad', such as graffiti, can actually be seen as
good by the interviewee.”

ork Package 6: Community Pattern Book for Housing.
“So far as the design of housing is concerned, one
might be forgiven for assuming that the underpinning
principles for sustainability are already well known, but there is
compelling evidence that points to a need to incorporate
culturally sensitive design principles into current housing
stereotypes, in order to ensure that inner city housing is
socially inclusive.”

W

ork Package 7: Inclusive Design of Public Toilets in
City Centres. “The implementation of Part III of the
Disability Discrimination Act may be exacerbating public toilet
closures. Many older facilities were originally located below or
above ground level and some premises at ground level will be
costly to convert to include an accessible toilet. Faced with
this dilemma, some public sector providers have already
opted to close all their facilities, thereby not discriminating
against anyone but disadvantaging everyone.”

W

ork Package 8: ICT Support Solutions. “ICT support
tools do not intend to replace the decision-makers, but
rather give assistance identifying the problems and
uncertainties in the decision-making processes; reducing
these uncertainties; predicting consequences; prioritizing
options; and finding optimal solutions to identified problems.”
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